
United States History II Traditional 
Course Description and Philosophy 

Introduction: 
United States History II Traditional is the second year in a two-year survey of American History.  Presented in the junior year, 
it is intended to prepare students for survey courses offered at colleges and universities.  US II focuses on the changing nature 
of American foreign policy, domestic policy, economy, and society from the Gilded Age down to the present-day. Throughout 
this course students will arrive at a deeper understanding of American institutions- both social and political- while analyzing 
the beginnings and development of many issues facing post 9/11 America.  
 
Statement of Purpose: 
Unites States History II Traditional is a college-prep level course designed to give students a thorough understanding of United 
States History and current events.  It is a course that requires the acquisition of factual content knowledge as well an 
understanding of essential themes in American history.  These themes include but are not limited to: 

• American diversity and identity 
• The causes and effects of global conflicts like, WWI, WWII, and the Cold War 
• The changing nature of war in the Nuclear Age  
• Economic development and change  
• The role of religion in American life and politics 
• The shift in the American government’s domestic policies 
• The evolution of American political institutions 
• The development of the current party system 
• The roots of current global conflicts 
• The basics of contemporary America’s economic system 

 
Text Reference: 

 Danzer, Gerald. The Americans, 1992, McDougal-Littell. Chicago, Illinois. 
       ABC Clio Online Databases http://www.americanhistory.abc-clio.com/Home/Default.aspx 
       HippoCampus US History videos http://history.hippocampus.org/      Written Summer 2011 



Course Objectives: 
US II Traditional strives to prepare student to master historical knowledge, analytical skills, and 21st century skills including: 
• understanding historical chronology 
• the use of primary and secondary sources materials for purposes of historical investigation 
• the ability to identify, analyze and evaluate historical interpretation upon major issues 
• the use of and analysis of a variety of digital and electronic media reference tools 
• an understanding of cause and effect relationships and their subsequent impact within US History 
• the importance of civil participation in the perpetuation of a democratic society 
• the interpretation and application of data from original documents, cartoons, graphs, letters etc. 
• understanding major trends in American history that have been the result of political, social & economic developments 
• understanding the global relationships that have developed throughout the early history of the United States and the impact 

of these upon economic, political, and military matters. 
• think creatively by using a wide range of idea creation techniques (such as brainstorming) and developing &  

communicating new ideas to others effectively 
• thinking critically by using various types of reasoning (inductive, deductive, etc.) as appropriate to the situation and making 

judgments/decisions that effectively analyze and evaluate evidence, arguments, claims and beliefs 
• solving problems that identify and ask significant questions that clarify various points of view and lead to better solutions  
• communicate clearly by articulating thoughts and ideas effectively using oral, written and nonverbal communication skills 

in a variety of forms and contexts 
• collaborate with others in order to demonstrate the ability to work effectively and respectfully with diverse teams 
• access and evaluate information 
• analyze media & create media products 
• apply emerging technologies effectively 
 
 
 
  

Unit 1: Gilded Age Foreign Policy 
 

Essential Questions:  
What is America’s role in the world? Why does the U.S go to war? When should it? Can nations cooperate? How was the foreign policy of the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries a continuation of America’s expansion Westward? What challenges did America face when it 
assumed a new role in world affairs? In what ways was America’s increased involvement abroad a reflection of ideological shifts at 
home? Was the time period one of positive growth for the United States? 



Objectives 
Students will be able to: 

• Connect American imperialism to the earlier period of westward expansion 
• Examine the causes of America’s involvement in world affairs 
• Evaluate the reasons given for engaging in war with Spain   
• Identify how the war was conducted 
• Analyze the effects of greater US involvement abroad 
• Compare Gilded Age foreign policy with earlier US policy 
• Relate American involvement in foreign conflicts during the early 20th century to our involvement in conflicts now  
• Debate conflicting views of Imperialism held by Americans at that time 
• Conclude if American intervention was beneficial for the US and other countries directly involved 

 
Topic/ Content Skills Assessment Resources* Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Westward Expansion Quiz, discussion 
 

The Americans Ch. 
16(print)/13 (pdf) 

Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.B.5.a 

Spanish 
American War: 
causes and 
consequences 

Test, DBQ “Debate 
over American 
Imperialism” 
 

The Americans Ch. 
20(print)/ 18 (pdf) 

Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.B.6.a 

America becomes 
a world power 

Discussion, Debate The Americans Ch. 20 
(print)/ 18 (pdf) 

Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.A.8.c 

 
*Additional lessons and resources can be found on the department’s US2 LiveBinder, http://livebinders.com/play/present?id=26624  



Differentiated Learning Activities 
Students will be exposed to different lessons concerning imperialism based on student interests. Each group will focus on one of the Stanford 
Imperialism unit lessons and report out their findings to the entire class. Here are the topics that cover the Spanish-American War and the War in 
the Philippines: The lessons approach historical inquiry from different angles: one asks students to contrast newspaper accounts of the explosion of 
the Maine, while a more elaborate inquiry lesson delves into the causes of the Spanish-American War.  In a third lesson, students examine pro- and 
anti-imperialism political cartoons of the period.  Finally, students are asked to interpret some of the brutal actions that took place in the 
Philippines. http://sheg.stanford.edu/?q=node/33. 
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
Is a country ever justified in invading another country?  What is more important: a country’s sovereignty or another country’s power to intervene 
and restore harmony? Use the NY Times Learning Network lesson to have students learn about the concept of American imperialism by 
researching and analyzing historical examples of American imperialism. They then draft a set of laws that would govern the actions of powerful 
nations in other countries. http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2002/09/18/playing-by-different-rules/   
 
21st Century Skills 
Students should use the Internet to find advertisements and political cartoons from the time period. These can then be woven together through a 
PowerPoint or prezi.com presentation on feelings about imperialism and foreign intervention at the time. These sites have good examples: 
http://www.pbs.org/crucible/ and http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/gilded/empire/empire.htm and 
http://chnm.gmu.edu/exploring/20thcentury/understandingadvertising/index.php  
 
 
Unit 2: Life at the Turn of the 20th Century 
 
Essential Questions 
Who is an American? Why do people come to America? How do different groups define their American identities? Are all Americans equal? How 
do Americans make social change? What forces shape society? How were American society and culture changing? How was the American 
economy becoming more complex? What were race relations like within the United States?  
 
Objectives (Students will be able to): 

• Assess how advancements in science and technology were changing the lives of Americans 
• Consider how the growth of the urban population began to pose new challenges for state and local governments 
• Consider the justness of the United States’ immigration policy at the time 
• Parallel the feelings some Americans held toward foreigners to similar ones today 
• Determine whether or not discriminatory laws were viewed as constitutional 
• Articulate different points of view held at the time regarding treatment of minorities and immigrants 
• Chart the development of American leisure activities 



• Identify changes in how Americans spent their free time 
Topic/ Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Technology and 
Urban Planning 

Project, planning a 
modern city 

The Americans Ch.  
16 (pdf) 

Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.B.5.b 

Immigration and 
Exclusion 

Quiz, discussion 
“What is and 
appropriate 
immigration policy?” 

The Americans Ch.  
19 (print)/  16 (pdf) 

Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.D.6.a 
6.1.12.A.8.c 

Segregation and 
Discrimination 

Quiz, discussion “Do 
people have the right 
to discriminate 

The Americans Ch.  
19 (print)/ 16  (pdf) 

Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.A.6.c 
6.1.12.B.8.a 

The Growth of 
Mass Culture 

Quiz, Cumulative test The Americans Ch.  
22 (print)/  16 (pdf) 

Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites  

6.1.12.A.8.a 
6.1.12.A.8.b 

 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
Playing the game “Port of Entry: Immigration,” students will be adopt the role of historical detective and search for clues to America's past in 
American Memory, the historical collections of the Library of Congress. In completing this activity, students will investigate photographs and 
eyewitness accounts of immigrant life in America. (Resources should be differentiated by ability.) 
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/activities/port/html/disklp2.html  
 
 



Ethical/ Decision Making and Character Education: 
How open should a country’s borders be? Should a country be able to deny people opportunities and freedoms? According to the Facing History 
website, “Throughout history, nations developing their immigration policies have had to grapple with the tension between maintaining a national 
identity and welcoming new immigrants and the distinct ideas, contributions and cultures they bring. In recent years there has been a significant 
rise in migration, and now over 190 million people live outside of the country in which they were born. The United States has more immigrants 
than any other country, but in many other countries immigrants make up a higher percentage of the population.” Students should browse through 
the Facing History website and find sources that answer the key ethical questions above.  
http://www.facinghistory.org/resources/collections/immigration  
 
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking 
After reading about the growth of cities, students will use the Urban Plan website to implement some of the methods used by civil engineers at the 
turn of the century to make cities more sanitary and efficient. http://www.uli.org/CommunityBuilding/UrbanPlan.aspx  
Also, check out the website Eyes of the City in which students analyze images of immigrant urban neighborhoods and take on the role of an art 
critic drafting an essay for a catalogue accompanying an exhibition that includes paintings and photographs from the early 1900s.  
Another choice that involves critical thinking is the completion of the following DBQ: “How Did Changes in the Built Environment at Hull-House 
Reflect the Settlement's Interaction with Its Neighbors, 1889-1912?” http://womhist.alexanderstreet.com/hullhouse/abstract.htm  
 
 
Unit 3: Progressivism 
 
Essential Questions 
What do Americans owe each other? Why are some rich and some poor? How do Americans make social change? Who has the power to make 
change? What shifts in American ideology were occurring during this time period? How was the American government changing during this time? 
How were demographic changes affecting shifts in ideology? What is more important the interests of the community or the rights of the 
individual? Is the community responsible for taking care of individuals in need? What is the proper role of government? How much should they do 
to ensure things like prosperity, equality and fair business practices? How was the role of women in public life beginning to change? 
 
Objectives (Students will be able to): 

• Chart the development of the Progressive ideology & identify the goals of the Progressive movement 
• Explain how and why women played the role they did in reform movements 
• Consider methods used for excluding certain groups or classes from civic engagement 
• Appraise the presidency of Teddy Roosevelt 
• Analyze and assess the work of the Muckrakers  
• Explain how Progressivism was shaped by Roosevelt’s predecessors 
• Evaluate the Progressive contribution to American society and politics 
 



Topic/ Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
The origins of 
Progressivism 

Quiz on the Origins 
and goals of 
Progressivism/ 
Project: The 
Importance of the 
Journalism in Political 
Discourse 

Ch. 17 Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.C.6.c 
6.1.12.A.6.b 
6.1.12.C.6.b 
6.1.12.D.6.c 

The goals of 
Progressives 

Quiz on the Origins 
and goals of 
Progressivism; 
Progressives (8/01)  
DBQ 

Ch. 17 Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.A.6.b 
6.1.12.B.6.b 
6.1.12.D.6.a 

The Progressive 
Presidents/ 
Progressive Reforms 

Chart “The 
Progressive 
Presidents/ Position 
paper “Was the 
Progressive Era a 
Blessing or a Curse?” 

Ch. 17 Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

 First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.A.6.a 

 
 
 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
Students will be exposed to different lessons concerning child labor based on student interests. Each group will focus on one of the NJCCCS CAD 
unit lessons and report out their findings to the entire class. This NJ “Best Practice” unit is found on the state’s DOE website, 
https://www13.state.nj.us/NJCCCS/CADDownload.aspx?AreaCode=6&AreaDesc=Social%20Studies  
  
 
 
Ethical/ Decision Making and Critical Thinking: 
Should the government have the power to stop people from doing things that are harmful to themselves? Should a person be required to give their 
property to alleviate someone else’s poverty?  Teachers should refer to lessons from the Stanford unit (http://sheg.stanford.edu/?q=node/35 ) and 
the SAS archive (http://www.sas.com/govedu/edu/curriculum/study-socialstudies.html ). 
 



21st Century Skill: Media Literacy and/or Creativity 
After studying the work of the Muckrakers and the role they played in raising awareness of the need of and generating support for reform 
legislation, students will consider how the political conversation has been expanded in the digital age. Students will also be asked to come to a 
conclusion about whether this expansion has added to the conversation in a meaningful way or has only served to confuse it. Students will be 
asked to find commentaries on political events found on blogs, social networking sites, and news sites to support their position.  
In another 21st Century sample lesson, students will use music to apply Progressive era principles. After all, throughout American history, popular 
music has reflected the mood and opinions of the times. By exploring sheet music, students analyze issues related to industrialization and reform 
to answer the essential question, "How does society respond to change?" Students will have the opportunity to create original lyrics and song 
covers that reflect the Progressive Era. http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/music/   
 
 
 
Unit 4: World War I 
 
Essential Questions 
What were the main causes of WWI? When and why did American sentiment about the War change as the it progressed? In what ways did the US 
government limit the freedoms of individuals and businesses during the War effort? How did modes of combat change in WWI? What motivated 
and necessitated these changes? Why did American involvement alter the course of the War? What new weapons and technologies changed how 
soldiers fought? How did the War affect Americans at home? What were some flaws in the Treaty of Versailles? 
 
Objectives 
Students will be able to: 

• Explain the causes of the War 
• Decide which events helped shift public opinion in favor of involvement in the War 
• Consider how, if at all, the War might have been prevented 
• Analyze the effects the War had at home 
• Debate whether American involvement was justified or necessary 
• Describe how military tactics and strategies evolved to keep pace with changes in technology 
• Examine how government policies changed to accommodate the war effort and how civil liberties were redefined and limited 

in some cases 
• Hypothesize as to what effect the blame placed on Germany and the reparations they were forced to make would have in 

precipitating future conflicts 
• Consider improvements that could have been made to the Treaty of Versailles 
• Consider why the US Senate opted not to become a member in the League of Nations 

 



Topic/ Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
Causes of the War Quiz Ch. 19 Lecture, Class 

Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.C.7.a 

American 
Involvement 

Short Essay: Was 
America justified in 
entering the War? 
Discussion: Was the 
government 
overstepping its 
bounds in 
administering the War 
effort at home? 

Ch. 19 Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.A.7.a 
6.1.12.D.7.a 
6.1.12.D.7.b 
6.1.12.A.7.b 
6.1.12.C.7.b 
 

 

Battles, Strategies, 
and Tactics 

PowerPoint 
Presentations 

Ch. 19 Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

 First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.D.7.a 
6.1.12.C.7.a 

Peace Talks and the 
Treaty of Versailles 

Chart Ch. 19 Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

 First Class Forum, 
MLHS Media Center 
databases, Internet 
searches 

6.1.12.D.7.a 
6.1.12.D.7.c 
6.1.12.A.7.c 

 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
Students will work in groups and use the BBC’s World War I website (http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone) to gather information 
about major campaigns as well as battle tactics and weaponry used to create a multimedia presentation.  The groups will then present their work to 
the class.  
 
Ethical/ Decision Making and Character Education: 
Should combatants be able to use any means or weapons available in war? Should there be rules placed on how people fight wars? 
 



21st Century Skill: Information Literacy 
Use the NYT Learning Network website to have students gain a better understanding of World War I by examining related charts, 
photos, newspaper articles, maps, primary sources, videos and audio clips. Activities for this lesson include: students explore the 
legacy of World War I by reading and discussing “The War to End All Wars? If Only;” students examine the history of World War I 
by responding to related documents, photos, posters, interviews, poetry, timelines, charts, graphs, videos and recordings; and students 
write obituaries for fallen World War I soldiers that incorporate information they learned in class. 
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2007/11/12/remembering-the-first/   
 
 
Unit 5: The 1920’s 

 
Essential Questions 
Of which groups did Americans become fearful after the War? Why did the treatment of minorities and foreigners change during this period? 
How did the role of women change? Why did labor unrest increase in the wake of the War? How did the Harding Administration try to deal with 
the problems that existed during this time? What lead to the rapid growth of American industry following the War? Would you describe the 
prosperity of the 20’s as superficial? How were American arts and popular culture changing in the 20’s? 
 
Objectives 
Students will be able to: 

• Consider why tensions among different groups began to mount during this period 
• Examine how demographic shifts, changes in settlement patterns, internal migration, and post-war attitudes led to major social and cultural 

evolution. 
• Analyze the economic effect of the War and how it changed the American economy through the 1920’s 
• Parallel America in the 1920’s and America in the early 2000’s 
• Hypothesize as to how the economic atmosphere in the 1920’s could lead to problems in the following decade 

 
 
Topic/ Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Struggles in the 
1920’s 

Quiz Ch. 21 Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.B.8.a 
6.1.12.D.8.a 



The Economy of the 
1920’s 
 

DBQ Ch. 21 Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.A.8.a 
6.1.12.A.8.b 

Society and Culture 
of the 1920’s 

Critical thinking chart 
on Page 666/  
Cumulative Test 

Ch. 21 
 

Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

 First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.D.8.b 
6.1.12.A.8.c 
6.1.12.C.8.b 

 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
Students will work in groups and use the BBC’s World War I website (http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone) to gather information 
about major campaigns as well as battle tactics and weaponry used to create a multimedia presentation.  The groups will then present their work to 
the class.  
 
Ethical/ Decision Making and Critical Thinking: 
The Stanford World War I and 1920s unit explores political, social, and cultural tensions that gripped a rapidly modernizing America. Lessons ask 
historical questions about key events: Why did the U.S. enter the First World War? Why did Congress reject the League of Nations? What caused 
the Palmer Raids? Were those who criticized U.S. involvement in World War I anti-American? Why was Marcus Garvey a controversial figure? 
What was life like for Mexican and Mexican-American laborers during the 1920s? Why was the Butler Act controversial? What led to the 18th 
Amendment? Included is an Opening Up the Textbook lesson on the causes of the 1919 Chicago Race Riots. Students can tackle any of these 
topics as an ethical dilemma. http://sheg.stanford.edu/?q=node/37  
 
21st Century Skills: Communication 
Students will use the internet to find and analyze political cartoons and posters that exemplify the feelings of suspicion that 
characterized the early Red Scare. Students will compile these cartoons and compare at least one to a cartoon, poster, or editorial that 
exemplifies contemporary suspicion of immigrants in post-9/11 America. An oral assignment based on their findings will be assessed. 
 
 
 
 



Unit 6: The Great Depression 
 

Essential Questions 
What caused the Great Depression? In what ways did the Depression cause people to question the Capitalist system? How did the government 
deal with the Depression? Were the efforts effective? Why did the Depression finally end? How are the Great Depression and the recent Great 
Recession similar? In what ways did the Depression affect the arts? 
 
Objectives 
Students will be able to: 

• Decide whether buying things on credit is beneficial or harmful to an economy. 
• Draw parallels between the economic environment of the late-20s and the early-2000s. 
• Discern the causes of the Depression that converged in 1929.  
• Explain why the Depression had global effects.  
• Consider how the banking system was vulnerable to collapses such as that experienced in the early days of the Depression. 
• Decide whether the programs initiated by the Hoover and Roosevelt administrations were effective at dealing with the root causes of the 

Depression?  
• Formulate alternative methods to deal with Depressions. 

 
 
Topic/ Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Causes of the 
Depression: General 
and Direct 

Graphic organizer to 
show the events that 
led to the Great Crash 
of 1929 and the 
Depression 

Ch. 21, 22 Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.A.9.a 
6.1.12.B.9.a 

Initial Responses to 
the Depression 
 

Quiz, Discussion: Did 
Herbert Hoover fail to 
act to help alleviate 
the initial effects of 
the Depression? 

Ch. 22 
 

Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.C.9.a 
6.1.12.C.9.b 
6.1.12.C.9.c 

The First and Second 
New Deals 

Quiz, Investigation: 
Did New Deal 

Ch. 23, “Did the New 
Deal Work?” By, 

Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 

 First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 

6.1.12.D.9.a 
6.1.12.C.9.a 



 Programs work? 
 

Matthew Bandyck, 
US News and World 
Report 

Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.D.9.b 
6.1.12.D.10.d 
6.1.12.A.10.b 
6.1.12.B.10.a 
6.1.12.C.10.a 

Effects of the 
Depression 

Cumulative Test, 
Position Paper: Have 
the lasting effects of 
the New Deal been 
positive or negative? 

Ch. 23 Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

 First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases. 

6.1.12.C.9.d 
6.1.12.A.10.c 

 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
All students need to understand the basics behind Social Security. Therefore use the Historical Thinking Matters module to discern  
what Social Security reveals about the set of policies and programs called the New Deal. 
http://historicalthinkingmatters.org//socialsecurity/   
Then by ability, students can focus on one of the two additional modules: Did the New Deal End the Depression? 
(http://www.sas.com/govedu/edu/curriculum/study-socialstudies.html) or  How were children affected? 
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/learning_history/children_depression/depression_children_menu.cfm  
 
Ethical/ Decision Making and Critical Thinking: 
Is it unethical for a government to do nothing to try to alleviate suffering? Can a government be allowed to limit freedom to alleviate suffering? In 
addition use the American Experience Presidents website to answer ethical questions regarding FDR’s presidency (e.g. “When is it okay to lie?” ,  
“How should you handle a crisis?” and “Did FDR abuse presidential powers?” http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/presidents/2008/#q06  
 
21st Century Skill: ICT 
Students will use various American Experience films to research the impact of the Great Depression. Each group will create an iMovie a la the old 
March of Time newsreels. The PBS films include The Crash of 1929, The Civilian Conservation Corps, Hoover Dam, Riding the Rails, Seabiscuit, 
and Surviving the Dust Bowl. For examples of newsreels, see the March of Times website, 
http://www.hboarchives.com/apps/searchlibrary/ctl/marchoftime#194  
 
 
 
Unit 7: World War II 
Essential Questions 
What caused WWII? What is nationalism? Why did America involve itself in the War? What new technologies were important in the War? How 
did strategies and tactics change? What effect did the War have on Americans at home? How did hostilities end? 



Objectives (Students will be able to): 
• Determine the importance of how WWI was resolved in precipitating WWII. 
• Consider the role that nationalism played in creating the environment in which the War began. 
• Explain the importance of totalitarianism as a new force in Europe 
• Explore the events that led up to the rise of the Nazi Party in Germany 
• Chart the events that led to American involvement in the War. 
• Explore the major battles of the War and their importance. 
• Evaluate to effect that the War had on American society and its economy. 
• Conclude as to whether or not the atomic bomb needed to be dropped. 
• Determine why peace came when it did and formulate a plan for armistice. 
• Discuss the creation of the United Nations and its role today. 

 
 
Topic/ Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Causes of the War Quiz Ch. 24 Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases. 

6.1.12.D.11.a 

American 
Involvement 

Position Paper: Was 
America justified in 
involving herself in 
the War? Should she 
have done it sooner? 

Ch. 25 Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.D.11.c 
6.1.12.D.11.a 
6.1.12.D.11.b 
6.1.12.A.11.c 

Battles, Strategies, 
Tactics, and Theaters 
of War 

Chart of major battles, 
Map creation project 

Ch. 24,25 Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

 First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.B.11.a 
6.1.12.C.11.b 
6.1.12.C.11.a 

Ending the War and 
Looking Forward 

Cumulative Test Ch. 25 Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

 First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases 

6.1.12.A.11.d 
6.1.12.D.11.e 

 



Differentiated Learning Activities 
Students of all abilities can benefit from using reading strategies for the Social Studies Classroom. Use these practice activities to help 
struggling readers with comprehension. The activities were developed by Dr. Judith Irvin, one of the nation’s leading experts on 
teaching reading to secondary students. Although this can be used for any unit, it might be a good time to use this strategy now as 
HSPAs near. http://go.hrw.com/hrw.nd/gohrw_rls1/pKeywordResults?ST2Strategies  
 
Ethical/ Decision Making and Character Education: 
How should Americans who cannot serve in the military help their nation at war? To find out how Lakers contributed during WWII, 
check out the ML100 DBQ at http://blogs.mtlakes.org/centennialwalk/ml100-newsletters/ Also, to see whether WWII helped 
minorities achieve civil rights, see http://www.dhr.history.vt.edu/modules/us/mod07_ww2/index.html  
 
21st Century Skill: Information Literacy 
In many classes students debate whether the atomic bomb should have been dropped. After all, this discussion allows students to 
discuss whether the taking of lives be justified if it will save lives. However, in this lesson as students answer this question they should 
also evaluate websites that provide information and attempt to discern if a bias is evident. Here are example websites: the American 
Experience Truman http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/presidents/2008/#q10, Learner.org’s Biography of America 
http://www.learner.org/biographyofamerica/prog23/index.html, and Historical Scene Investigators 
http://web.wm.edu/hsi/cases/bomb/bomb_preview.html.   
 
 
 
Unit 8: Post War America and Civil Rights 

 
Essential Questions 
Who is an American? Are all Americans equal? How do Americans make social change? How did American culture change in the 
decades following the War? In what ways did people’s perceptions of race and equality change? 
 
Objectives (Students will be able to): 

• Explain the rise of consumerism and other changes that were taking place in the American economy. 
• Analyze the creation of suburbia. 
• Chart the changes in American art, film, music and the development of pop culture.  
• Discuss the meaning of Civil Rights and the growth of the Civil Rights movement. 
• Identify the leaders of the Civil Rights Movement. 
• Analyze the agenda of the Civil Rights movement and decide which of their goals they achieved. 



  
Topic/ Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Readjustment and 
Recovery of the 
1950’s 

Quiz Ch. 27 Lecture, C Lecture, 
Class Discussion, 
Group Work, 
Discovery from 
Resources  

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.B.13.a 
6.1.12.C.13.d 
6.1.12.D.13.d 

Changes in American 
Culture 

American Culture 
Artifacts Project: 
Research one area of 
American culture that 
was changing or 
developing and 
present findings to the 
class using artifacts 

Ch. 27 Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.D.13.f 
6.1.12.D.13.c 
6.1.12.A.13.b 

Segregation Leads to 
Activism 

Quiz Ch. 29 Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

 First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.A.13.c 
6.1.12.C.13.a 
6.1.12.C.13.c 
6.1.12.A.13.a 

The Civil Rights 
Movement: Goals  
and Achievements 

Biography Project; 
Women & African 
American Civil 
Rights Movements 
(8/03); 

Ch. 29 Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

 First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, Internet search 
for documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.D.13.b 
6.1.12.D.13.a 
6.1.12.A.13.b 

 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
One of the great rhetorical pieces from the Civil Rights era is Martin Luther King’s "Letter from Birmingham Jail," written in April 1963. Using 
the PBS film God in America, students will trace the impact of religion on the Civil Rights Movement and then analyze the document. Based on 
ability, students will receive an assignment pertaining to the Bloom’s Taxonomy segment that matches his or her skill set (e.g. application or 
synthesis). Teachers can access the site here: http://www.pbs.org/godinamerica/study-guide/five.html  
 
 



Ethical/Decision Making and Character Education: 
Why do stereotypes exist? Are they natural? Students will use various lessons from the Facing History curriculum (part of Kean 
University graduate course that was offered in 2010). Teachers should use the Facing History website 
http://www.facinghistory.org/resources/collections/civilrights and the free resources from www.teachingtolerance.org.  
 
21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking 
In this Stanford unit, students explore social, cultural, and political events that helped define America in the decades following the Second World 
War. The lesson on the Civil Rights movement revolves around the question: Why did the Montgomery Bus Boycott succeed? In another, students 
compare speeches by JFK and John Lewis regarding the Civil Rights Act of 1964. http://sheg.stanford.edu/?q=node/43 Also, students can think 
critically by analyzing their textbook’s portrayal of Rosa Parks. After all according to the History Matters website, “Historians arrive at historical 
knowledge by carefully reading and interpreting sources from the past. Yet most high school textbooks hide this process by presenting history as a 
series of uncontested, fixed events. Reading and analyzing additional documents can “open up” the textbook and introduce students to the 
contested and interpretive nature of historical knowledge.” http://teachinghistory.org/best-practices/examples-of-historical-thinking/24030  
 
 
Unit 9: The Cold War 

 
Essential Questions 
What were the main causes of the Cold War? What were the main conflicts of the Cold War? How did the Cold War change the 
United States? How did the Cold War affect the world? Why did the Cold War end? 
 
Objectives 
Students will be able to: 

• Understand the fundamental differences between American and Soviet politics and ideology that helped create tension 
• Identify specific events that helped lead to the Cold War  
• Define collective security and understand the role of NATO & the Warsaw Pact  
• Understand the importance of nuclear weapons upon the new political equation  
• Examine the threat posed to the US by the spread of communism into China and other parts of the world. 
• Define containment, analyze its foundations and provide examples of its use   
• Understand the reasons for the US involvement in the Korean War   
• Examine the change in leadership in the USSR from Stalin to Khrushchev and its possible impact on the Cold War  
• Assess the importance of Castro’s takeover of Cuba in the formulation of American policy  
• Review the reasons for strong anti-communist sentiment within American society  
• Understand the purpose and practice of the HUAC 
• Examine the difficulty for American policy-makers regarding the situation in Vietnam  
• Assess American policy toward Vietnam in the context of its overall Cold War policy 



• Understand the approaches taken to Vietnam by Presidents Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon 
• Identify the ways by which the Vietnam War was different from any other war in American History 
• Analyze the impact of the counterculture movement upon American society and culture  
• Assess the impact of the counterculture movement upon American soldiers and policy-makers 

 
 
 
 
Topic/ Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Origins of the Cold 
War 

Create a table or other 
graphic organizer 

Ch. 26  Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.A.12.a 
6.1.12.B.12.a 

Cold War Conflicts 
(Korea, Vietnam, 
Cuban Missile Crisis) 

Cumulative Test & 
Vietnam (1/07) DBQ 

Ch. 26, 28, 30 Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.A.12.a 
6.1.12.A.12.b 
6.1.12.A.12.c 
6.1.12.D.12.c 
6.1.12.D.12.d 
6.1.12.D.12.a 

The Cold War Years 
in America 
(HUAC, Great 
Society, New 
Frontier, Counter 
Culture) 

Cumulative Test, 
Music project &  Cold 
War & HomeFront 
(1/03) DBQ 

Ch. 28, 30, 31 Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

 First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.C.12.a 
6.1.12.C.12.c 
6.1.12.D.12.b 
6.1.12.D.12.c 

The Cold War Ends Position Paper: What 
lasting effects did the 
Cold War have on the 
world? 

Ch. 33 Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

 First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.A.15.a 
6.1.12.A.15.d 

 



Differentiated Learning Activities 
Students will be exposed to different lessons concerning the Cold War based on student interests. Each group will focus on one of the Stanford 
Cold War unit lessons and report out their findings to the entire class. Here are the topics: These lessons focus on events surrounding the Cold 
War. The first is an inquiry into its causes, comparing Soviet and American perspectives. Opening Up the Textbook lessons ask students to 
question textbook accounts of the CIA's covert operations in Guatemala, and compare how North and South Korean textbooks cover the Korean 
War. Students analyze declassified government documents about the Cuban Missile Crisis, and try to determine whether the U.S. intended to 
escalate military operations in Vietnam before the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution. In the lesson on Truman and MacArthur, students gauge public 
response to MacArthur's dismissal by analyzing memos and letters sent to President Truman. http://sheg.stanford.edu/?q=node/41  
 
Ethical/ Decision Making and Critical Thinking: 
To what extent were US policies in Central and Latin America during the Cold War justified? To what extent did US policy toward Nicaragua 
reflect our Cold War concerns? Students will evaluate US Cold War Policies in Latin America. 
http://www.gilderlehrman.org/historynow/03_2011/teacher.php  
 
21st Century Skill: Media Literacy 
Television was invented in the late 1920s, but didn't become popular until the 1950s. In 1949, about one million sets were in use: by the end of the 
1950s, Americans owned more than 50 million TVs. As television began reaching into nearly very living room in America, it brought questions 
about its content -- should it be regulated, and how? Who Regulates Television Content? 
http://chnm.gmu.edu/exploring/20thcentury/regulatingtelevision/index.php plus 20th-century Media (6/06) DBQ 
 
 
Unit 10: America, Post-1980 

 
Essential Questions 
Has America held to true to its founding principles? How has the United States adapted to its changing role in the world? What challenges face us 
that did not face previous generations? How should America face current conflicts and difficulties both home and abroad? 
 
Objectives (Students will be able to): 

• Investigate America’s role in contemporary conflicts. 
• Consider American policies and the effects they have had globally.  
• Evaluate American economic policy, particularly in light of recent economic realities. 
• Assess the progress made during the last four US presidencies. 
• Formulate a foreign policy that takes into account new global realities.  
• Design an economic program that could alleviate current economic woes using knowledge of past programs’ successes and failures.  
• Judge the effects that the growing role technology plays in our society has.  
• Consider environmental challenges facing our country and how to effectively meet those challenges. 



Topic/ Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
Politics and Social 
concerns of the 80’s 
and Early 90’s 

Quiz; The New Right 
DBQ 

Ch. 33 Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.A.14.a 
6.1.12.A.14.b 
6.1.12.C.14.a 
6.1.12.A.14.d 
6.1.12.C.14.c 
6.1.12.B.14.a 
6.1.12.B.14.b 

Foreign Policy after 
the Cold War 

Discussion: How did 
foreign policy change 
after the Cold War 
ended? 

Ch. 33 Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.D.14.a 
6.1.12.A.15.c 
6.1.12.A.15.e 
6.1.12.A.15.d 

The 1990’s and New 
Millenium: New 
Technologies and 
Challenges 

Quiz, Position Paper: 
How has the cell 
phone changed the 
world? 

Ch. 34 Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

 First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.D.14.d 
6.1.12.D.14.e 
6.1.12.D.14.f 
6.1.12.A.14.l 
6.1.12.C.14.d  

Dealing with the 
threat of Terrorism 

Position Paper: How 
has the threat of 
terrorism affected 
American institutions 
and society? 

Ch. 34 Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

 First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.A.14.l 
6.1.12.D.15.d 

America’s Place in 
the World Today 

Final Paper: Has 
America held true to 
its founding 
Principles? Are we 
better or worse off as 
a result? 

Ch. 34 Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

 First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, MLHS Media 
Center databases, 
Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.D.14.a 
6.1.12.A.15.e 
6.1.12.A.16.c 
6.1.12.C.15.a 
6.1.12.D.15.b 
6.1.12.C.16.a 
6.1.12.D.16.a 

 
 



Differentiated Learning Activities 
Students will be exposed to different lessons concerning the “war on terror” based on student interests. Each group will focus on one of the NJ 
9/11 curriculum unit lessons and report out their findings to the entire class. http://www.state.nj.us/education/holocaust/911/curriculum/ and/or 
http://crfblog.org/?p=2839  
 
Ethical/ Decision Making and Critical Thinking: 
Does the Title IX decision still help young women with sports? Accessing the Gilder Lerhman website and History Now archive, students will be able to 
analyze landmark Supreme Court decisions and identify the impact of the Supreme Court on the Constitution and law in the United States as the Justices exercise 
the power of judicial review; research and gain an understanding the history of the gender assumptions and issues that led to passage of Title IX of the 
Educational Amendments in 1972; identify the arguments (pro and con) related gender equity, and the substance of the challenges to the law after its enactment; 
and finally, participate in the legislative and judicial process through a mock Congressional hearing and a mock appeal before the Supreme Court. 
http://www.gilderlehrman.org/historynow/04_2008/lp1.php  

21st Century Skill: Information Literacy  
Focusing on immigration, students will analyze U.S. Census data regarding immigrant demographics, compare and contrast data to determine 
demographic changes over time and calculate percentages and apply other mathematical skills to arrive at conclusions regarding historic and 
current immigrant trends and patterns. http://www.pbs.org/teachers/connect/resources/2017/preview/?contactID=159107746&gwkey=VWGCH2BW11  
 


